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Resilience shines throughout Michael Gruenbaumâ€™s â€œriveting memoirâ€• (Publishers Weekly,

starred review) about his time in the Terezin concentration camp during the Holocaust, in this

National Jewish Book award finalist and Parents Choice Gold medal award winning title, an ideal

companion to the bestselling Boy on the Wooden Box.Michael â€œMishaâ€• Gruenbaum enjoyed a

carefree childhood playing games and taking walks through Prague with his beloved father. All of

that changed forever when the Nazis invaded Prague. The Gruenbaum family was forced to move

into the Jewish Ghetto in Prague. Then, after a devastating loss, Michael, his mother and sister

were deported to the Terezin concentration camp. At Terezin, Misha roomed with forty other boys

who became like brothers to him. Life in Terezin was a bizarre, surreal balanceâ€”some days were

filled with friendship and soccer matches, while others brought mortal terror as the boys waited to

hear the names on each new list of who was being sent â€œto the East.â€• Those trains were going

to Auschwitz. When the day came that his familyâ€™s name appeared on a transport list, their

survival called for a miracleâ€”one that tied Michaelâ€™s fate to a carefully sewn teddy bear, and to

his motherâ€™s unshakeable determination to keep her children safe. Collaborating with acclaimed

author Todd Hasak-Lowy, Michael Gruenbaum shares his inspiring story of hope in an unforgettable

memoir that recreates his experiences with stunning immediacy. Michaelâ€™s story, and the many

original documents and photos included alongside it, offer an essential contribution to Holocaust

literature.
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In 1990, my husband and I visited Prague, including the old Jewish section â€“ the synagogue, the

cemetery, and the tiny adjacent museum displaying drawings done by Prague children during their

imprisonment in Terezin, the Nazi concentration camp outside the Czech capital. The children

signed the drawings, and scribbled their ages â€“ nine or 10 years older than I at the time, but close

enough to me to make a huge emotional impact. â€œThere, but for the grace of God, go I.â€•Michael

Gruenbaum was one of those children. He was born in Prague in 1930. The Nazis killed his father

who, it was later rumored, had been torn to death by dogs specifically trained for the purpose. As a

child, he didnâ€™t know the details and was simply bewildered by his beloved fatherâ€™s

mysterious disappearance when Michael (Misha) was just 11 years old. In 1942, he, his older sister

and his mother were herded up with other Jews and taken by rail to Terezin, which the Nazis called

Theresienstadt.The story, captured in his memoir â€œSomewhere There is Still a Sun,â€• is told not

as an adult looking back but from his perspective as a child. The simplicity of the telling heightens

the impact of an already riveting story. Take, for example, his complaint from a distinctly innocent

nine-year old that â€œin a moment theyâ€™ll be talking about Germany and Hitler and the Nazis,

which is all any adult seems to talk about these days. So boring.â€• That was early in 1939. Later

that year, when the Nazis deprived his father of his job, Misha was ecstatic because it opened up

the possibility of weekday hikes together. The family was forcibly moved to a much smaller

apartment in downtown Prague, which had been turned into a ghetto.
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